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proofs in favor of the theory would appear rather
more numerous than those in rebuttal. In fact, about
the only valid or apparently valid arguments against
this theory are the claims that it would have been im-
possible for a large number of people to have crossed
the Pacific in primitive craft, and that if all the In-
dians are descendants of Oceanic races, traces of their
dialects would appear throughout the American con-
tinents. As a matter of fact, it would not be at all
difficult for any large canoe or catamaran to cross
from Polynesia to South America even at the present
time,, and if such a migration ever took place thou-
sands of years ago the chances are that at that time
there were many islands or archipelagoes which have
since disappeared. It has been fairly well established
that Easter Island is merely the remnant of an
archipelago that existed in comparatively recent times,
and it is not at all impossible nor improbable that the
submergence of this or some other archipelago or
island was the primary reason for its inhabitants mi-
grating oversea to Anferica, In fact,, with the pre-
vailing winds and currents of the Pacific, about the
only course that could have been followed tinder such
conditions would have been, toward America. Also,
there is the undeniable fact that among nearly all the
tribes of western South America we find words-—not
one or two but scores—which are strikingly like and
in many cases identical with words cf the same mean-
ings in Oceanian dialects. In some of their arts,
habits and religious beliefs there is a great similarity
between the natives of Oceania and the tribes of
western South America, while many of these South
American tribes are astonishingly like the natives of

